
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT'S PRATTLE 

 
Thank you to Sheila McAtamney who has taken 
over the role as Welfare Co-ordinator, she was 
assisting Maurien McNevin in the role last year. 
We look forward to our First Birthday 
Anniversary Dinner on the 30th. Margaret has 
been quietly organising everything to ensure we 
have a great night. 

ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE OF PROBUS! 
 

Paul Hay 
President  

 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT  (28/3/08) Peter O’L  
Income: $8895.40                       Expenses: $5896.50 
Current Balance: $9908.32  
Money held for tours: $6120.00 
Funds available: $3788.32 
 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Ian Small wrote “The Kurrajongs”. 
http://www.thekurrajongs.com.au The cost of his 
book is $25 signed & delivered which is terrific 
deal. A fictional story with historical accuracy 
telling about 114 men who left Inverell to fight in 
The Great War. Sue couldn’t put it down – a great 
read. “Never trust a man who kicks a dog.” 

 

PAYMENTS FOR OUR 1
ST
 BIRTHDAY 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

Please pay by the May meeting. It is at Camden 
Valley Golf Resort at 7.00pm on Friday 30th 
May 2008. A 3 course meal for $35 with 
unlimited tea and coffee and entertainment.  
 

REMINDER: THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEES 

ARE DUE BY THE JUNE MEETING.  

    
May BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay Birthdays: : : : Jeanette Banks, Marion Bee,  
Sharon Brett, Keith Franks, Thelma Hopkinson,  
Dora Leigh, Mavis Purnell, Les Smith, Malcolm Smith, 
Ray Taylor, Bob Tracey, Lynette Turner. 
Happy Birthday Happy Birthday Happy Birthday Happy Birthday ----    22 this month 22 this month 22 this month 22 this month ––––    you were 21 last yeyou were 21 last yeyou were 21 last yeyou were 21 last yearararar    
 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

PRESIDENT Paul Hay 46554437   

VICE PRESIDENT Jeanette Jackson 46479986   

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 9603 4819   

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin         46476395   
TOURS Peter O’Loughlin         46476395   
PUBLICITY Peter O’Loughlin 46476395   
NEWSLETTER  Sue Kijurina,             46470912   
WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina 46470912 
WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 
HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith 46552159 
SOCIAL EVENTS  
ROTARY LIAISON 
COMMITTEE  
HOSPITALITY 

Margaret Rubesa  
Malcolm McKenzie 
Dorothy Fogarty 
Jean Forbes 
 

46554437 
46551622 
 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group
          Margaret Rubesa,          46554437 
Art          Brian Howes         46264267 
Cards          Jeanette Jackson          46479986   
Computers         Robert Keyworth             46256894 
Golf          Paul Hay          46554437 
Photography         Ros Hodgins          46257759 
 

   

Profile of our Secretary: 
Maurien McNevin  
 
It all started in a village 
just outside Guildford, 
Surrey in 1947 as a 
twinkle in the eye of my 
Dad, a Welshman (yes he did have a good 
voice) and my Mum (she didn’t have a good 
voice but could play a mean piano) - suffice to 
say that Andre Rieu will not be asking me to 
audition for his orchestra. Yours truly was born 
Maurien Elisabeth not Maureen yes Maurien, 
pronounced Mauri-en, the Welsh spelling, the 
Elisabeth being my Grandmothers name who 
was the village midwife, glad I was not a boy as 
it could have been Sydney being after my 
grandfather, the village doctor. 
 
During the war years my Mum had enlisted in 
the Land Army, it must have been quite a shock 
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to her to plough a field and milk cows as you 
can imagine that she would have had quite a 
different life in Worcestershire, to that of a girl 
on a farm. 
 
Meanwhile my Dad was in the British Army, in 
the Middle East fighting against Rommel but 
later on he was attached to the Australian Army 
and was on the Kokoda Track. 
 
In 1955 we migrated to Australia - my early life 
and into my late teens along with my late 
brother was spent between England and 
Australia (pity they didn’t have frequent flyer 
points then). Dad was still in the Army but he 
was posted to Holsworthy.  
 
I completed the Leaving Certificate and 
Matriculation (only us more mature people 
would know about that) in Australia, and this 
enabled me to apply and be accepted into 
Teachers College. 
 
I could tell you more, but time and space 
doesn’t permit, regarding some of the 
adventures my brother and I had (like the 
sighting of what we thought a prehistoric lizard 
only to find out it was a goanna which we had 
never seen in our entire lives) living between 
two countries, even though we speak the same 
language, sometimes they were miles (sorry 
kilometres) apart. 
 
My brother had now joined the Merchant Navy 
and had qualified as a Navigator and was 
employed by P& O. From yours truly’s 
perspective it was a bonus as it allowed me to 
travel extensively, but it came time to settle 
down and you guessed it I married a soldier 
(though this was going to be my original career 
path until Dad refused to sign the papers and I 
refused to speak to him for a week, but that’s 
another story) as far as I was concerned there 
were only two kinds of people Army and 
civilians. 
  
So along came Vietnam and my former husband 
did three tours there, funny how events go full 
circle round because now I was an Army wife 
living at Holsworthy.   
 
I was actively involved with the State 
Emergency Services for 20 years and was 

operational at the Newcastle Earthquake, 1986 
Floods, Thredbo and a significant number of 
storms.  
For the Latin scholars Tempest Fugit to others 
time flies we had two daughters Leisa and 
Nerida, (they were now “Army brats” as I had 
been”) 
 
Leisa is now married and in September, 2006 
(whilst I was on a trip back to England) 
delivered a lovely grand daughter and in 
February of this year, a second grand daughter 
was born. Nerida, I’m still waiting to marry off, 
so if anyone reading this has a son who is a 
millionaire, electrician, plumber or builder I am 
open to offers. 
 
Phil and I have been partners for the last nine 
years and have shared many good times and 
plenty of laughter with my two children and 
Phil’s two children, plus a grandson, and their 
husband and wives as they all enjoy each others 
company. 
 
In 2003 I retired from a Government 
Department and into what I call my first stage of 
active retirement. My time is now divided into 
grandma duties, quilting travel, bowls 
community affairs and just recently being 
elected Secretary to the Combined Narellen 
Probus. Who has time to go to work, I am 
having too much fun. 
 

Minutes & Newsletter 
Please give your newsletter contributions to Sue at least 1 

week before the meeting. 924 hits on the website!  
 

Quick  Scones (Makes about 18) 
3 cups self -raising flour 
1 cup cream 
1 cup lemonade 
  
1 Sift flour into a large bowl. 
2 Make a well in the centre. 
3 Pour in cream & lemonade. 
4 Using a butter knife, mix quickly to a soft, sticky 
dough.  Do not over-mix. 
5 Turn onto a lightly-floured surface & knead lightly. 
6 Press out to about 2cm thick.  
7 Cut into rounds or triangles 
8 Place close together on a lightly-greased scone 
tray. 
9 Brush with a little milk. 
10 Bake in a very hot oven (220-C) for 10 to 12 
minutes or until they sound hollow when tapped. 
Cool on a wire rack.                     Margaret Smith 



BUY & SELL BOOK  It is on display at meetings. 
If you have anything to sell or something you are 
looking to buy then it can be written in the book. 
SocialEventsCo-ordinator@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 
BLANKETS FOR CHINA: Spare balls of wool or 
odd bits of wool. I have knitted hats and blankets for 
children in Mongolia after a national call from 
Sunrise T.V. show last year. Woollen Teddies went 
to Thailand in the shoe-box gifts and now I am 
knitting blankets for China. Thanks, Pat Milton 
davpat62@tpg.com.au 
 

FOR SALE  
The funds from advertising will go towards the cost of 
Club stationery. It is $10 for 5 lines, for 6 months. Details 
need to be given or emailed to Sue. 
 
Car for sale, 2004 Hyundai Sonata GLS V6, 43,000 
Km, Silver with black leather interior, Lambswool 
seatcovers, Towbar, Registered untill Nov, Warranty 
untill Nov 2009, Excellent condition, One owner, 
$14,000 or offers.  Robert Keyworth, 0401 990 175. 
or 4625 6894. 
 

Oil paintings – Australian Scenes. See Jeanette 

Jackson 46479986 

 

single cane bedhead  fawn/green  $40-oo  
ph46476490  -0409483530  Margaret Parratt. 
  

dog house (BIG)  $40-oo  ph96052858  Jean. 
__________________________________________ 

stainless steel westinghouse oven/grill  ph46478927  
Susana Marris. 
 

Nutrimetics Consultants: Sue Kijurina & ….. 
          

 

Avon Consultants      Sheila McAtamney 
______________________________________________ 

 

“Stampin' Up” Consultant: Marion Bee sells rubber 
stamps, cardstock, paper for scrapbooking and 
cardmaking                                                          

 

ART SALE 
The Macarthur Art Group will be having a sale of 
original art works on Saturday 3rd May at St. Pauls 
Anglican Hall on Cobbitty Road, Cobbitty.  The Hall 
is adjacent to the Cobbitty Markets and will be open 
from 8.00am until 4.00pm.  This could be the 
opportunity to find that ideal gift for Mothers Day. 
Avril Brown 
 
Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's 
face, he gets mad at you, but when you take him on 
a car ride, he sticks his head out the window?  
 

HAWKESBURY VALLEY DAY TRIP. 
 
Anxiously waiting for our 
bus to arrive, we gathered 
at the Narellan Library.   I 
am sure we have all visited 
or driven through the 
Windsor area, but today we 
will be joined by John 
Miller a great historian and lover of the 
Macquarie Towns. 
 
After settling into our comfortable Coach with 
our driver Peter, not to be confused with Peter 
O’Loughlin our organiser, we set off along the 
Northern Road heading for Windsor. The 
weather was overcast, but this did not dampen 
our excitement. 
 
Our guide John Miller joined us at Macquarie 
Park Windsor, and with photographs he gave a 
brief history of the early settlers and the 
Aboriginal Darug tribe living in this area for 
thousands of years. Our first tour led us through 
Windsor, passing The Macquarie Arms c1815, 
the oldest building continuously run as an Inn, 
next door the Doctors House 1844, the doctors 
name is inscribed on the Bronze Pig, outside the 
Sydney Hospital Macquarie Street.  His life is 
another story. 
Passing these historic houses, churches and 
schools, including the oldest Catholic Church 
and school on the mainland. How brave these 
early settlers were. 
Stopping at St. Mathews Anglican Church  
c1817-1822, one of the Francis Greenways 
masterpieces, John explained there are many 
people from the first fleet buried in the 
cemetery, some famous some not so famous.   
This place needs another visit. 
 
Our morning tea stop was the delightful and so 
peaceful, Ebenezer Presbyterian Church C1809 
this area was part of the early settlements.  The 
ladies who care for this special place served us 
with a welcomed hot Devonshire Tea.  The 
beautifully restored stone schoolhouse, with the 
tiny upstairs rooms entered by a very steep ships 
ladder. You can imagine the excitement of the 
children, laughing and playing. At the lower 
rooms you could purchase jams and souvenirs 
 



Leaving Ebenezer we passed the early vineyards 
and the site of St Thomas church, washed away 
in a severe flood, organ and all.  On this site the 
last full blood Aboriginal female is buried.  
Passing through Sackville we arrived at our 
lunch break at Wilberforce, with the rain still 
gently falling, the hot roast lamb dinner with 
apple pie, as desert was just what we needed.   
 
After lunch we set off again ready for the 
afternoon tour to Pitt Town, part of Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie’s, five towns established in 
c1810, including Windsor, Richmond, 
Wilberforce and Castlereagh.   The first land 
grants of 30 acres were made in 1794, given to 
22 settlers, with the river the only way to 
transport their goods and produce until the first 
roads were built in1797. The produce from the 
Hawkesbury Valley was to help feed the 
growing settlement of Sydney. What great 
movies the settlers stories would make.  We 
travelled along the Bottoms Road across the 
fertile river flats, where today produce is still 
being grown. 
 
The farm of Captain Bligh, named Blighton 
c1809 sits on a high hill away from the threat of 
flooding, and in the same area, we passed the 
houses used in the filming of A Country 
Practice. 
 
The Macquarie Towns have so much to see in 
one day, I am sure many of us will return to 
spend more time in these historical places.  We 
finished our tour back in Windsor centre, saying 
good-bye and thank you to our guide John 
Miller after a final walk in the gentle rain which 
followed us during the day, We arrived back in 
Narellan, thanking Peter our coach driver, and 
Peter O’Loughlin for arranging a great day out.    

Janet Klepatzki 
For a similar self drive tour see 
http://www.hawkesbury.net.au/trails/valleydrive
s.html …..Sue 

 

ABC TOURS AND STUDIO AUDIENCE 

FOR “THE NEW INVENTORS”…with Marg 
WHEN:    FRIDAY, 13TH JUNE 2008 
WHERE:  ABC STUDIOS,700 HARRIS STREET 
                         ULTIMO 
COST:     $6.50 SEN, $7.50 GENERAL ADULT 
TIME:     9.50AM – 4.00PM AT ABC STUDIO 

8.20am train to city from Leumeah Station. 
 

 
IF I HAD MY LIFE TO LIVE OVER 

by Erma Bombeck who lost her fight with cancer  
 
I would have gone to bed when I was sick instead of 
pretending the earth would go into a holding pattern 
if I weren't there for the day. 
 
I would have burned the pink candle sculpted like a 
rose before it melted in storage.  
 
I would have talked less and listened more. 
 
I would have invited friends over to dinner even if the 
carpet was stained, or the sofa faded. 
 
I would have eaten the popcorn in the 'good' living 
room and worried much less about the dirt when 
someone wanted to light a fire in the fireplace  
 
I would have taken the time to listen to my 
grandfather ramble about his youth. 
 
I would have shared more of the responsibility 
carried by my husband. 
 
I would never have insisted the car windows be 
rolled up on a summer day because my hair had just 
been teased and sprayed.  
 
I would have sat on the lawn with my grass stains. 
 
I would have cried and laughed less while watching 
television and more while watching life. 
 
I would never have bought anything just because it 
was practical, wouldn't show soil, or was guaranteed 
to last a lifetime.  
 
Instead of wishing away nine months of pregnancy, 
I'd have cherished every moment and realized that 
the wonderment growing inside me was the only 
chance in life to assist God in a miracle.  
 
When my kids kissed me impetuously, I would never 
have said, "Later. Now go get washed up for dinner." 
There would have been more "I love you's." More 
"I'm sorry's."  
 
But mostly, given another shot at life, I would seize 
every minute...look at it and really see it, live it and 
never give it back. Stop sweating the small stuff. 
 
Don't worry about who doesn't like you, who has 
more, or who's doing what.  
 
Instead, let's cherish the relationships we have with 
those who do love us. 
 
Let's think about what God HAS blessed us with. 
And what we are doing each day to promote 
ourselves mentally, physically, emotionally. I hope 
you all have a blessed day.  

 



 
CALENDAR FOR 2008  - Peter ’Loughlin   
tours@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

Payments for outings need to be paid before, or no 

later than, the prior club meeting. Lists will be 

circulated each meeting for members to book on the 

coming tours – they are open to family and friends. 

___________________________________________ 

May 2 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 
Guest Speaker, Gabby Thomson from 
Victor Chang Research Centre 

 
May 6 Movie Night @ Macarthur Square,  
 
May 8 Brian’s ART CLASS 
 
May 9 Photography with Ros 
 
May 10 Carinya’s Italian Restaurant, Mount 
Annan 7.30pm 
 
May 16 Coach Trip Sydney Cochlear Implant 
Centre Meet @ Library 7.45am 
 
May 23 1st Gardening Group Meeting at Flower               
       Power café 10am. See Sue 
 
May 28 Camden Senior’s Expo, in Civic Centre 9.30 
> 2.30 
 
May 30 1St Birthday party, @ Camden Valley Golf 
Club 
 
Jun 6 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 
 Guest Speaker 
 
Jun 7 Billy Elliott, matinee session 
 
Jun 10 Movie Night @ Macarthur Square, 
Campbelltown  

 
Jun 12 Brian’s ART CLASS 
 
Jun 13 Trip to ABC Studios for “New Inventors” 

with Marg. 
Photography with Ros 

 
Jun 14 Dinner, Namoi Thai, Ingleburn 7.00pm 
 
Jun 20  Coach Trip, Wollondilly Heritage Centre 
& Picton Tour Meet @ Library 8.15am  

 

Jun 25 WALKING GROUP, The Spit to 

Manly 
( details for new date coming:WALKING GROUP, 

State Library & St Mary’s Cathedral) 

 
Jun 27  Gardening Group Meeting 10am. See Sue 
 
Jul 4 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

 Guest Speaker 
 
Jul 10 Brian’s ART CLASS 
 
Jul 11 Photography with Ros 
 
Jul 18 Coach Trip, Yulefest, The Manor House, 

Mt Victoria Meet @ Library 8.15am 
 
Jul 25 Gardening Group Meeting 10am. See Sue 
 
Aug 1 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 
 Guest Speaker 
 
Aug 5 Movie Night @ Macarthur Square,  
 
Aug 8 Photography with Ros 

 
Aug 9 Dinner ,Camden Valley Golf Resort, 

Catherine Fields 7.00pm 
Aug 13(wed) Coach Trip, Guides Dogs 

Training Centre, Glossodia, Library 7.45am 
 
Aug 22 Gardening Group Meeting 10am. See Sue 

 
Aug 27  WALKING GROUP, QVB, Darling 

Harbour, Fish Markets, Chinese Gardens 
 
Sept 5 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am  
 Guest Speaker 
 
Sept 9 Movie Night @ Macarthur Square, 

Campbelltown 
 
Sept 14 Lunch,   ..... 
 
Sept 17 3 day Trip to Hunter Valley  
 
Sept 26 Gardening Group Meeting 10am. See Sue 

 
Oct 3 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 
 Guest Speaker 
Oct 11 Dinner, Skygarden Lebanese 

Restaurant, Campbelltown 7.00pm 

 
Oct 17  Coach Trip Blackheath 

Rhododendron Gardens   
 
Oct 24 Gardening Group Meeting 10am. See Sue 

 
Oct 29 WALKING GROUP, Kirribilli, 

Lavender Bay McMahon Point 



INTEREST GROUPS 
Check the web site, calendar and flyers 
concerning Interest Groups. 
Theatre Group: Margaret Rubesa,  
Walking: Margaret Rubesa;  
Singing/Music: Jim Burke 
Photography: Ros Hodgins & Ken Starkey;  
Restaurant Group: Margaret Rubesa;  
Golf: Paul Hay 
Cards: Jeanette Jackson  
Gardening: Sue Kijurina. 
Computers: Robert Keyworth 
Art: Brian Howes 

 

Happy Snappers – Photography with Ros & Ken 
Our February  Meeting was held at Ken Starkey’s 
place on  8th February. The Craft & Art Exhibition 
was discussed & we all agreed that the “Probus  
gang “ are a pretty clever bunch. Thanks to all who 
contributed work & helped at the Exhibition. It will 
be even Bigger & Better next year. 
 We had a general discussion on Photography  & 
exchanged some tips on special papers &  Paper & 
Printer compatability. 
Members CD’s were shown and discussed. All show 
a lot of talent. 
 I have asked Bob Tracey to be a mentor for some of 
the beginners, as he is a very experienced 
photographer who can impart a lot of his knowledge. 
 We then had a look at a Photo Editing program & 
members took their CD’s home to install. (This was 
done with some trepidation by a few) 
Happy Snapping, 
Ros 

 

Computer Group - Robert Keyworth 
We will be meeting again this coming Wednesday,  
May 30th and I am having a meeting with Library  
staff afterwards to see whether any alternative days 
may be suitable.  I hope to report progress on Friday.  

 

Walking Group – Margaret Rubesa 
Walk in April is Postponed until June : Spit Bridge 

to Manly    
 

 Restaurant Group – Margaret Rubesa 
May 10 Carinya’s Italian Restaurant, Mount Annan 

7.30pm    Contact Margaret Ph 46554437 
 
Golf Group: Contact Paul Hay Ph: 46554437 
6th May Studley Park; 13th May Antill Park;  
20th May Antill Park 

 

Gardening Group –Tentative date for our 
Gardening Group is the Friday before our  

monthly meeting which is usually the 4th Friday 
in the month. The first meeting is at the café at 
Flower Power at 10.am. Contact Sue Kijurina. 
 
Possible New Groups: Travel Experiences;  
Lawn Bowls. 
*************************************** 

 

Shirley’s Icecream 

Whip 600mL cream, add 1 tin condensed milk 
and 3 eggs. Then freeze.    Simple & delicious!!! 

 

INTERNET PAYMENTS: Contact our Treasurer 
for bank details. Payments for membership 
renewal and trips can now be made this way. 

 
Generations are grouped as follows:               
The Silent generation, people born before 1945 
The Baby Boomers, people born between 1945 and 
1961.                  
Generation X, people born between 1962 and 1986. 
Generation Y, people born between 1987 and 2008. 

                      
From January 22, 2008  edition, 
the Quebec City newspaper, Le 
Soleil 

 
Brian Fogarty’s chuckle for 

the month. 

 

 
 
Why do we press harder on a remote control when 
we know the batteries are flat?  
 
Why is it that people say they "slept like a baby" 

when babies wake up every two hours?  
 
Why do banks charge a fee on "insufficient funds" 
when they know there is not enough?  
 

Thank you!! Narellan Sand, Soil & Garden 
Supplies will give members a special price on 
products. Contact Rhys Evans.                                                             
Address: 2/1-5 Anzac Ave, Smeaton Grange   
Phone: 46461313     Mobile: 0414 462313 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING – Frid 6th June 08
                             10am  -12.00 noon                                                                                       
WHERE: Narellan Library 
 

                                SPONSOR: Peter Kijurina             
                               & Health Properties Project                                      

Ma                                Marketing (HPPM) focuses on                  
                                 Aged Care projects. HPPM is                                   

is proud                         proud to sponsor our web site &    
                        domain name for 1year 

Enquiries: Ph: 0411 753 110 www.hppm.com.au 

 


